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Catch as it falls the Scythian snow; Bring blushing roses steeped in milk; From early meadows scent and show, And from the Persian worm her silk.
Fetch from the East the morning's breath. And from the Phoenix gums and spice, Such as she calls, when at her death The world does smell her sacrifice.
Nature of these a mistress made, But would have formed a lover, too; And such as might this nymph persuade, To all that Love for Love should do.
This second work she well began, With leisure, and by slow degrees, But found it hard to make a man, That could so choice a beauty please.
She wrought and wrought, and then gave o'er; Then did another model try; But, less contented than before, She laid the work for ever by.
I asked the cause, and straight she said: 'Tis very possible I find To match the body which I made, But I can never fit her mind.
For that still various seems and strange, And, since all lovers various be And apt as mistresses to change, I cannot make my work agree.52                 SIR    WILLIAM    DAVENANT        1605-1668
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